


MAIN CHANGES IN THE 1992 

EDITION 

This edition of Approved Document A: 
Structure replaces the 1985 edition. The main 
changes are: 

a. Land-slip and subsidence:an amendment
to Requirement A2 draws attention to land-slip
and subsidence as causes of ground
movement. For guidance purposes Section 4
references a series of reports which review
geological conditions in Great Britain with
particular emphasis on landsliding, mining
instability and natural underground cavities.

b. Disproportionate collapse - multi storey
buildings: requirement A3 has been amended
to safeguard the 'building' from
disproportionate collapse rather than only the
'structure', but a building having a fifth storey
within a certain roof space is now exempted.
Detailed guidance is given in addition to that
available in the referenced documents.

c. Safeguarding of public buildings against
disproportionate collapse: a new requirement
A4, concerns the safeguarding of certain public
buildings, shops and shopping malls against
disproportionate collapse following the failure
of any part of their roofs or roof supports.
Guidance is given on the strategies that may be
adopted in meeting the Requirement.

d. Material change of use: the amended
Regulations requires a building to comply with
Requirement A1 to A4 where there is a material
change of use of the building into an hotel,
institution or a public building. For guidance
purposes Section 4 references publications
concerning the appraisal of existing structures
relating to a material change of use.

e. Snow loading: the guidance relating to the
sizes of certain timber roof members has been
extended to allow for the higher snow loading
applicable to certain sites in England and
Wales.

Structure 

f. Strutting to floors: recommendations are
now included for solid and herringbone timber
strutting to floors.

g. Design wind speed: a simplified procedure
has been included in the guidance for sizes of
walls derived from Section 4 to ensure that the
design wind speed for the building will not
exceed 44 metres/ second.

h. Walls: the guidance relating to buttressing
walls, the lateral restraint to walls at roof level,
and walls of small single storey non-residential
buildings and annexes has been revised.

j. Cladding: guidance has been provided on
the support and fixing of external wall cladding.

k. Re-covering of roofs: guidance has been
provided on the inspection and strengthening
measures that should be considered where
roofs are to be re-covered as a material
alteration as defined in the regulations.
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