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1. Introduction

1. The Building Regulations 2000 (S.I.
2000/2531), which come into force on 1st
January 2001, replace the Building
Regulations 1991 (S.1.1991/2768) and
consolidate all subsequent revisions to
those Regulations.

2. Section 3 of this document contains
amendments to the documents listed in
section 2, which are those previously
approved and issued by the Secretary of
State under section 6 of the Building Act
1984 for the purpose of providing practical
guidance with respect to the requirements
of the Building Regulations 1991. The
amendments set out in section 3 bring in
references to the Building Regulations 2000
in place of references to the Building
Regulations 1991. They amend the
paragraphs on use of guidance in each of
the Approved Documents - in most cases
by substituting the completely revised “Use
of Guidance” section set out in section 4.
There are other corrections and
adjustments. However, as there are no
changes of substance in the technical
requirements of the Building Regulations
2000, there are no changes in the technical
guidance in the Approved Documents.

3. In exercise of his powers under section 6
of the Building Act 1984, the Secretary of
State has approved the documents listed in
section 2, with the amendments set out in
sections 3 and 4, for the purpose of
providing practical guidance with respect to
the requirements of the Building
Regulations 2000. These approvals take
effect on 1st January 2001. However, the
Approved Documents listed in section 2,
read without the amendments set out in this
document, remain approved in relation to
the Building Regulations 1991, to allow for
circumstances where, under the transitional
provisions of the Building Regulations 2000,
those earlier Regulations continue to apply.

4. Following the issue of this document, any
subsequent reprints of the current editions
of the Approved Documents will include the
amendments set out in this document. It
should be noted that the Approved
Documents to Parts A, E, H, J, L and M are
all currently under active review, with a view
to the approval and issue of new editions of
those Approved Documents.

5. The Department envisage that further
documents such as this will be issued in
order to keep the Approved Documents up
to date, in particular in the event of
amendments arising from technical
specifications produced under the
Construction Products Directive.

Building Regulations Division
Department of the Environment, Transport
and the Regions

October 2000
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2. List of the current editions/revisions of
DOE/DETR Approved Documents

The amendments in this document relate to
the series of Approved Documents
approved and issued by the Secretary of
State under section 6 of the Building Act
1984 (“the DOE/DETR Approved
Documents”). With one exception, the
DOE/DETR Approved Documents were
published by HMSO or by its successor,
The Stationery Office, for the Department of
the Environment, Transport and the
Regions (DETR) or its predecessor the
Department of the Environment (DOE).
The 2000 Edition of Approved Document B
was published by the DETR. However, all
current impressions of the DOE/DETR
Approved Documents are available from
The Stationery Office.

The DOE/DETR Approved Documents
issued before 1 July 1999, when most
functions of the Welsh Office in relation to
building regulations passed to the National
Assembly for Wales, were approved and
issued jointly with the Welsh Office. The
2000 Edition of Approved Document B was
approved by the Secretary of State for the
Environment, Transport and the Regions in
respect of both England and Wales. The
approval of the DOE/DETR Approved
Documents for the purposes of the Building
Regulations 2000 similarly has effect in
respect of both countries.

In addition to the DOE/DETR Approved
Documents, two non-departmental
documents have been approved by the
Secretary of State under section 6 of the
Building Act 1984. These non-departmental
Approved Documents are “Timber
Intermediate Floors for Dwellings
(excluding compartment floors)”
published by TRADA, 1992; and
“Basements for Dwellings” published by
the British Cement Association, 1997. This
document does not deal with amendments
to those two Approved Documents, and
other action is being taken to re-approve

those documents for the purposes of the
Building Regulations 2000.

The amendments in this document relate to
the editions of the DOE/DETR Approved
Documents listed below. Where the
original edition has been revised (e.g. the
1992 Edition of Approved Document A was
amended in 1994), the listed publication
date is that of the revision (i.e. 1994 in the
case of Approved Document A). Where
there have been later impressions, i.e.
reprints with no amendments, the latest
impression is also listed (e.g. seventh
impression, in the case of Approved
Document A).

“Approved Document A - Structure: 1992
Edition, fourth impression (with
amendments) 1994”

Published by HMSO, 1994; latest (seventh)
impression, The Stationery Office, 1999

“Approved Document B - Fire safety:
2000 Edition”

Published by the Department of the
Environment, Transport and the Regions,
2000; latest (fifth) impression, 2000

“Approved Document C - Site
preparation and resistance to moisture:
1992 Edition, second impression (with
amendments) 1992”

Published by HMSO, 1992: latest (sixth)
impression, 1994

“Approved Document D - Toxic
Substances: amended 1992”

Published by HMSO, 1992; latest (eighth)
impression, The Stationery Office, 1999

“Approved Document E - Resistance to
the passage of sound: 1992 Edition,
second impression (with amendments)
1992”

Published by HMSO, 1992; latest (fifth)
impression, 1994

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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“Approved Document F - Ventilation:
1995 Edition”

Published by HMSO, 1994; latest (fourth)
impression, 1995

“Approved Document G - Hygiene: 1992
Edition, Second Impression (with
amendments) 1992”

Published by HMSO, 1992; latest (fifth)
impression, 1996

“Approved Document H - Drainage and
Waste Disposal: amended 1992”
Published by HMSO, 1992; latest (eleventh)
impression, The Stationery Office, 1998

“Approved Document J - Heat
Producing Appliances: amended 1992”
Published by HMSO, 1992; latest (eleventh)
impression, The Stationery Office, 2000

“Approved Document K - Protection
from falling, collision and impact: 1998
Edition”

Published by The Stationery Office, 1997;
latest (fourth) impression, 1998

“Approved Document L - Conservation
of fuel and power: 1995 Edition”
Published by HMSO, 1994; latest (fourth)
impression, 1995

“Approved Document M - Access and
facilities for disabled people: 1999
Edition”

Published by The Stationery Office, 1998;
latest (fifth) impression, 1998

“Approved Document N - Glazing -
safety in relation to impact, opening and
cleaning: 1998 Edition”

Published by The Stationery Office, 1997;
latest (fifth) impression, 1998

“Approved Document to support
regulation 7 - materials and
workmanship: 1999 Edition”

Published by The Stationery Office, 1999;
latest (third) impression, 1999

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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3. Amendments to the DOE/DETR Approved

Documents

A - STRUCTURE

Front and Back Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000".

Page 3
Page header: replace “1991” with “2000".

Pages 3 and 4

Replace “Use of Guidance” section on
pages 3 and 4 with the revised text set out
in section 4 of this document.

Page 5
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirements from Part A of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 31
Amend paragraph 1Ec to say:

“...composed of Portland cement...”

Page 38
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part A of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 68
Column 1, replace “BS 12: 1989
Specification for Portland Cements” with:

“BS 12: 1989 Specification for Portland
Cements. This will be replaced by the
harmonised European Standard BS EN 197-
1: 2000 Cement - Part 1: Composition,
specification and conformity criteria for
common cements and BS EN 197-2: 2000
Cement - Part 2: Conformity evaluation. The
co-existence period of BS 12 and BS EN 197
is 12 months from 1st April 2001. BS 12 will
be withdrawn on 1st April 2002.”

Inside Back Cover

Replace green text relating to the list of
Approved Documents with the list from
section 5 of this document.

B - FIRE SAFETY

Front Cover and Spine
Replace “1991” with “2000".

Page 5 and 6
Page header: replace “1991” with “2000".

Page 5
Replace first and second paragraphs with:

“The Building Regulations 2000 (S.1.
2000/2531), which come into operation on
1st January 2001, replace the Building
Regulations 1991 (S.I. 1991/2768) and
consolidate all subsequent revisions to
those regulations. This document is one of
a series that has been approved and issued
by the Secretary of State for the purpose of
providing practical guidance with respect to
the requirements of Schedule 1 to and
regulation 7 of the Building Regulations
2000 for England and Wales.

“At the back of this document is a list of
all the documents that have been
approved and issued by the Secretary of
State for this purpose.”

Page 6
Add the following paragraph before ‘the
Workplace Regulations’ sub-section:

“The Department intends to issue periodic
amendments to its Approved Documents to
reflect emerging harmonised European
Standards. Where a national standard is to
be replaced by a European harmonised
standard, there will be a co-existence period
during which either standard may be referred
to. At the end of the co-existence period the
national standard will be withdrawn.”

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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Page 10
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part B of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 55
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part B of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 60
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part B of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 84
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part B of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000".

Page 85
Paragraph b, replace “throught” with
“through”.

Page 98
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part B of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 149
Replace text with the list from section 5 of
this document.

C - SITE PREPARATION AND
RESISTANCE TO MOISTURE

Front and Back Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000”.

Page 2
Page header: replace “1991” with “2000”.

Replace section on “Use of Guidance” with
the revised text set out in section 4 of this
document.

Page 3
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirements from Part C of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Requirement C2: replace “Precautions” with
“Reasonable precautions”.

Requirement C3: replace “Subsoil
drainage” with “Adequate subsoil drainage”.

Requirement C4: replace “resist” with
“adequately resist”.

Inside Back Cover
Replace text with the list from section 5 of
this document.

D - TOXIC SUBSTANCES

Front and Back Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000”.

Inside Front Cover
Page header: replace “1991” with “2000”.

Replace the section on “Use of Guidance”
with the revised text set out in section 4 of
this document.

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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Page 1
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part D of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

In the Requirement, delete “Walls.” from
the first column.

Inside Back Cover
Add the list from section 5 of this
document.

E - RESISTANCE TO THE
PASSAGE OF SOUND

Front and Back Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000”.

Page 2
Page header: replace “1991” with “2000".

Replace the section on “Use of Guidance”
with the revised text set out in section 4 of
this document.

Page 3
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirements from Part E of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

In Requirement E1, replace “resist” with
“have reasonable resistance to”.

In Requirement E2, replace “resist” with
“have reasonable resistance to”.

In Requirement E3, replace “resist” with
“have reasonable resistance to”.

Under the heading “Regulation 5 (Meaning
of material change of use)”, after

“(b) the building contains a flat whereas
previously it did not;”

add

“(g) the building, which contains at least
one dwelling, contains a greater or lesser
number of dwellings than it did previously.”

In the heading “Regulation 6 (Requirements
related to material change of use)”, change
“related” to “relating”.

Under that heading, amend paragraph (e)
to say:

“(e) in the case of a material change of use
described in regulation 5(a), (b) or (g), E1
to E3 (resistance to the passage of sound).”

Page 39
Replace text with the list from section 5 of
this document.

F - VENTILATION

Front and Back Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000”.

Page 2

Replace the section on “Use of Guidance”
with the revised text set out in section 4 of
this document.

Page 3
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part F of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 11
Replace first sentence of the second
paragraph with:

“Ventilation provisions can be made either
in accordance with the guidance in DfEE
Building Bulletin 87, or in accordance with
Table 2, with the exception of sanitary
accommodation where six air changes per
hour are desirable.”

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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Page 13
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part F of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 16
Add the following text to the “Other
publications referred to” section:

“Building Bulletin 87, Guidelines for
environmental design in schools.
Published by The Stationery Office for the

Department for Education and Employment,

ISBN 0-11-271013-1.”

Inside Back Cover
Replace text with the list from section 5 of
this document.

G - HYGIENE

Front and Back Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000".

Page 2
Page header: replace “1991” with “2000".

Replace the section on “Use of Guidance”
with the revised text set out in section 4 of
this document.

Page 3
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part G of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 5
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part G of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 7
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part G of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Replace the Notes following the
Requirement panel with:

“NOTE 1: Under regulations 13 and 14 of
the Building Regulations 2000, a person
giving a building notice to, or depositing full
plans with, a local authority must, where the
work involves the provision of an unvented
hot water storage system, provide a
statement which specifies

- the name, make, model and type of hot
water storage system to be installed

- the name of the body, if any, which has
approved or certified that the system is
capable of performing in a way which
satisfies the requirements of paragraph G3
of Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations

- the name of the body, if any, which has
issued any current registered operative
identity card to the installer or proposed
installer of the system.

“NOTE 2: The Water Supply (Water
Fittings) Regulations 1999 (S.I. 1999/1148)
also apply.”

Inside Back Cover

Replace green text relating to the list of
Approved Documents with the list from
section 5 of this document.

H - DRAINAGE AND WASTE
DISPOSAL

Front Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000”.

Back Cover
Replace “1985” with “2000”.

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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Page 1

Replace the whole of the section below the
heading “Drainage and Waste Disposal”
with the revised text on “Use of Guidance”
set out in section 4 of this document.

Page 2
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part H of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 7
Paragraph 1.31: replace “1985” with “2000”.

Page 16
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part H of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 19
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part H of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 23
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part H of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Inside Back Cover
Add the list from section 5 of this
document.

J - HEAT PRODUCING
APPLIANCES

Front Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000”.

Back Cover
Replace “1985” with “2000”.

Page 1

Replace the whole of the section below the
heading “Heat producing appliances” with
the revised text on “Use of Guidance” set
out in section 4 of this document.

Page 2
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirements from Part J of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Inside Back Cover
Add the list from section 5 of this
document.

K - PROTECTION FROM FALLING,
COLLISION AND IMPACT

Front and Back Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000".

Pages 2 - 3
Page header: replace “1991” with “2000".

Replace the section on “Use of Guidance”
with the revised text set out in section 4 of
this document.

After that text add:

“MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT

“In mixed use developments part of a
building may be used as a dwelling while
another part has a non-domestic use. In
such cases, if the requirements of this Part
of the Regulations for dwellings and non-
domestic use differ, the requirements for
non-domestic use should apply in any
shared parts of the building.”

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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Page 4
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part K of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 11
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirements from Part K of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 14
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part K of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 16
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part K of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 19

Replace green text relating to the list of
Approved Documents with the list from
section 5 of this document.

L - CONSERVATION OF FUEL AND
POWER

Front and Back Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000”.

Page 4

Replace the section on “Use of Guidance”
with the revised text set out in section 4 of
this document.

Page 5
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part L of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

After the green panel setting out the
Requirement, delete the remaining text on
page 5 and replace it with:

“Requirements relating to material
change of use

“Attention is drawn to Regulation 6(1)(a) of
the Building Regulations 2000, which lists
L1 as one of the requirements of Schedule
1 that must be complied with in the event of
a material change of use.”

Page 14

Paragraph 1.47: after “paragraph B1”,
replace “(means of escape)’ with “(means
of warning and escape)”.

Paragraph 1.49: add, at end, “(g) the
building, which contains at least one
dwelling, contains a greater or lesser
number of dwellings than it did previously.”

Page 24

Paragraph 2.53: after “paragraph B1”,
replace “(means of escape)’ with “(means
of warning and escape)”.

Page 48

Paragraph G1, replace present paragraph
with:

“G1 The Secretary of State gave notice on
31 March 1999 that, for the purposes of the
Building Regulations and the Building
(Approved Inspectors etc) Regulations, he
had approved, with effect from 1 July 1999,
“The Government’s Standard Assessment
Procedure for Energy Rating of Dwellings -
1998 Edition” (published by BRE, 1998) in
place of “The Standard Assessment
Procedure” set out on pages 51 to 66 of the
1995 Edition of Approved Document L.
Appendix G of Approved Document L was

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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amended accordingly, so that the above
mentioned BRE document is treated as part
of Appendix G of this Approved Document.”

Paragraph G2, in the introduction and in
subparagraph c., replace “Regulation 14A”
with “regulation 16 of the Building
Regulations 2000 or regulation 12 of the
Building (Approved Inspectors etc)
Regulations 2000”.

Inside Back Cover
Replace text with the list from section 5 of
this document.

M - ACCESS AND FACILITIES FOR
DISABLED PEOPLE

Front and Back Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000".

Pages 3 - 4
Page header: replace “1991” with “2000”.

Replace the section on “Use of Guidance”
with the revised text set out in section 4 of
this document.

After that text add:
“MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT

“In mixed use developments part of a
building may be used as a dwelling while
another part has a non-domestic use. In
such cases, if the requirements of this Part
of the Regulations for dwellings and non-
domestic use differ, the requirements for
non-domestic use should apply in any
shared parts of the building.

“DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION ACT 1995
AND THE DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION
(EMPLOYMENT) REGULATIONS 1996

“Following the guidance in this Approved
Document is not a requirement for satisfying
duties under sections 6 and 21 of the
Disability Discrimination Act 1995, to make
adjustments to premises. It should be noted,

however, that under regulation 8 of the
Disability Discrimination (Employment)
Regulations 1996 an employer will not be
required to alter any physical characteristic
included within a building which was adopted
with a view to satisfying the requirements of
Part M of the Building Regulations and met
those requirements at the time the building
works were carried out and continues to
substantially meet those requirements.”

Page 5
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirements from Part M of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Requirement M3(1): delete “a” from before
“principal storey”.

Limits on application: delete paragraph
numbers “1.” and “2.” ; replace “Part M4”
with “Requirement M4”.

Inside Back Cover
Replace text with the list from section 5 of
this document.

N - GLAZING - SAFETY IN
RELATION TO IMPACT, OPENING
AND CLEANING

Front and Back Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000".

Pages 2 -3
Page header: replace “1991” with “2000”.

Replace the section on “Use of Guidance”
with the revised text set out in section 4 of
this document.

After that text add:

“MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT

“In mixed use developments part of a
building may be used as a dwelling while

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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another part has a non-domestic use. In
such cases, if the requirements of this Part
of the Regulations for dwellings and non-
domestic use differ, the requirements for
non-domestic use should apply in any
shared parts of the building.”

Page 4
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part N of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 9
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part N of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 11
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with the
following Requirement from Part N of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations
2000.”

Page 15
Replace text with the list from section 5 of
this document.

REGULATION 7 - MATERIALS AND
WORKMANSHIP

Front and Back Cover
Replace “1991” with “2000”.

Page 2
Page header: replace “1991” with “2000”.

Replace the section on “Use of Guidance”
with:

“Use of Guidance
“THE APPROVED DOCUMENTS

“The Building Regulations 2000 (S.1.
2000/2531), which come into operation on
1st January 2001, replace the Building
Regulations 1991 (S.l. 1991/2768) and
consolidate all subsequent revisions to
those regulations. This document is one of
a series that has been approved and issued
by the Secretary of State for the purpose of
providing practical guidance with respect to
the requirements of Schedule 1 to and
regulation 7 of the Building Regulations
2000 for England and Wales.

“At the back of this document is a list of
all the documents that have been
approved and issued by the Secretary of
State for this purpose.

“Approved Documents are intended to
provide guidance for some of the more
common building situations. However, there
may well be alternative ways of achieving
compliance with the requirements. Thus
there is no obligation to adopt any
particular solution contained in an
Approved Document if you prefer to
meet the relevant requirement in some
other way.

“Other requirements

“The guidance contained in an Approved
Document relates only to the particular
requirements of the Regulations which the
document addresses. The building work
will also have to comply with the
Requirements of any other relevant
paragraphs in Schedule 1 to the
Regulations.

“There are Approved Documents which give
guidance on each of the Parts of Schedule
1.

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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“Technical specifications

“Building Regulations are made for specific
purposes: health and safety, energy
conservation and the welfare and
convenience of disabled people. Standards
and technical approvals are relevant
guidance to the extent that they relate to
these considerations. However, they may
also address other aspects of performance
such as serviceability, or aspects which
although they relate to health and safety
are not covered by the Regulations.

“When an Approved Document makes
reference to a named standard, the
relevant version of the standard is the one
listed at the end of the publication.
However, if this version has been revised or
updated by the issuing standards body, the
new version may be used as a source of
guidance provided it continues to address
the relevant requirements of the
Regulations.

“The appropriate use of a product which
complies with a European Technical
Approval as defined in the Construction
Products Directive will meet the relevant
requirements.

“The Department intends to issue periodic
amendments to its Approved Documents to
reflect emerging harmonised European
Standards. Where a national standard is to
be replaced by a European harmonised
standard, there will be a co-existence
period during which either standard may be
referred to. At the end of the co-existence
period the national standard will be
withdrawn.”

Page 3
Replace first paragraph with:

“This Approved Document deals with
regulation 7 of the Building Regulations
2000.”

In the note following the green shaded text,
replace “1991” with “2000”.

Inside Back Cover
Replace text with the list from section 5 of
this document.

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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4. Revised Passage on “Use of Guidance”
for Approved Documents A, C, D, E, F, G, H,

J,K L Mand N

The following revised passage is to be
substituted in Approved Documents A, C,
D, E F G, H,J, K, L Mand N as specified
in the entries for those Approved
Documents in section 3 of this document.

“Use of Guidance
“THE APPROVED DOCUMENTS

“The Building Regulations 2000 (Sl
2000/2531), which come into operation on
1st January 2001, replace the Building
Regulations 1991 (S.1. 1991/2768) and
consolidate all subsequent revisions to
those regulations. This document is one of
a series that has been approved and issued
by the Secretary of State for the purpose of
providing practical guidance with respect to
the requirements of Schedule 1 to and
regulation 7 of the Building Regulations
2000 for England and Wales.

“At the back of this document is a list of
all the documents that have been
approved and issued by the Secretary of
State for this purpose.

“Approved Documents are intended to
provide guidance for some of the more
common building situations. However, there
may well be alternative ways of achieving
compliance with the requirements. Thus
there is no obligation to adopt any
particular solution contained in an
Approved Document if you prefer to
meet the relevant requirement in some
other way. -

“Other requirements

“The guidance contained in an Approved
Document relates only to the particular
requirements of the Regulations which the
document addresses. The building work

will also have to comply with the
requirements of any other relevant
paragraphs in Schedule 1 to the
Regulations.

“There are Approved Documents which give
guidance on each of the Parts of Schedule
1 and on regulation 7.

“LIMITATION ON REQUIREMENTS

“In accordance with regulation 8, the
requirements in Parts A to K and N of
Schedule 1 to the Building Regulations do
not require anything to be done except for
the purpose of securing reasonable
standards of health and safety for persons
in or about buildings (and any others who
may be affected by buildings or matters
connected with buildings).

“MATERIALS AND WORKMANSHIP

“Any building work which is subject to the
requirements imposed by Schedule 1 to the
Building Regulations should, in accordance
with regulation 7, be carried out with proper
materials and in a workmanlike manner.

“You may show that you have complied
with regulation 7 in a number of ways.
These include the appropriate use of a
product bearing CE marking in accordance
with the Construction Products Directive
(89/106/EEC) [1] as amended by the CE
Marking Directive (93/68/EEC) [2], or a
product complying with an appropriate
technical specification (as defined in those
Directives), a British Standard, or an
alternative national technical specification
of any state which is a contracting party to
the European Economic Area which, in use,
is equivalent, or a product covered by a
national or European certificate issued by a
European Technical Approval Issuing body,

Amendments 2000 to the Approved Documents
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and the conditions of use are in accordance
with the terms of the certificate. You will find
further guidance in the Approved Document
supporting regulation 7 on materials and
workmanship.

“Independent certification schemes

“There are many UK product certification
schemes. Such schemes certify compliance
with the requirements of a recognised
document which is appropriate to the
purpose for which the material is to be
used. Materials which are not so certified
may still conform to a relevant standard.

“Many certification bodies which approve
such schemes are accredited by UKAS.

“Technical specifications

“Building Regulations are made for specific
purposes: health and safety, energy
conservation and the welfare and
convenience of disabled people. Standards
and technical approvals are relevant
guidance to the extent that they relate to
these considerations. However, they may
also address other aspects of performance
such as serviceability, or aspects which
although they relate to health and safety
are not covered by the Regulations.

“When an Approved Document makes
reference to a named standard, the
relevant version of the standard is the one
listed at the end of the publication.
However, if this version has been revised or
updated by the issuing standards body, the
new version may be used as a source of
guidance provided it continues to address
the relevant requirements of the
Regulations.

“The appropriate use of a product which
complies with a European Technical
Approval as defined in the Construction
Products Directive will meet the relevant
requirements.

“The Department intends to issue periodic
amendments to its Approved Documents to
reflect emerging harmonised European
Standards. Where a national standard is to
be replaced by a European harmonised
Standard, there will be a co-existence
period during which either standard may be
referred to. At the end of the co-existence
period the national standard will be
withdrawn.

“THE WORKPLACE (HEALTH, SAFETY
AND WELFARE) REGULATIONS 1992

“The Workplace (Health, Safety and
Welfare) Regulations 1992 contain some
requirements which affect building design.
The main requirements are now covered by
the Building Regulations, but for further
information see: Workplace health, safety
and welfare, The Workplace (Health, Safety
and Welfare) Regulations 1992, Approved
Code of Practice and Guidance; The Health
and Safety Commission, L24; Published by
HMSO 1992; ISBN 0-11-886333-9.

“The Workplace (Health, Safety and
Welfare) Regulations 1992 apply to the
common parts of flats and similar buildings
if people such as cleaners and caretakers
are employed to work in these common
parts. Where the requirements of the
Building Regulations that are covered by
this Part do not apply to dwellings, the
provisions may still be required in the
situations described above in order to
satisfy the Workplace Regulations.

“[1] As implemented by the Construction Products
Regulations 1991 (S.1. 1991/1620)

“[2] As implemented by the Construction Products
(Amendment) Regulations 1994 (S.I. 1994/3051)"
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5. Revised List of DOE/DETR Approved

Documents

The following documents have been
approved and issued by the Secretary of
State for the purpose of providing practical
guidance with respect to the requirements
of the Building Regulations 2000.

Approved Document A - Structure: 1992
Edition, fourth impression (with
amendments) 1994, further amended
2000

Approved Document B - Fire safety:
2000 Edition, amended 2000

Approved Document C - Site preparation
and resistance to moisture: 1992 Edition,
second impression (with amendments)
1992, further amended 2000

Approved Document D - Toxic
Substances: amended 1992, further
amended 2000

Approved Document E - Resistance to
the passage of sound: 1992 Edition,
second impression (with amendments)
1992, further amended 2000

Approved Document F - Ventilation: 1995
Edition, amended 2000

Approved Document G - Hygiene: 1992
Edition, second impression (with
amendments) 1992, further amended
2000

Approved Document H - Drainage and
Waste Disposal: amended 1992, further
amended 2000

Approved Document J - Heat Producing
Appliances: amended 1992, further
amended 2000

Approved Document K - Protection from
falling, collision and impact: 1998
Edition, amended 2000

Approved Document L - Conservation of
fuel and power: 1995 Edition, amended
2000

Approved Document M - Access and
facilities for disabled people: 1999
Edition, amended 2000

Approved Document N - Glazing - safety
in relation to impact, opening and
cleaning: 1998 Edition, amended 2000

Approved Document to support
regulation 7 - materials and
workmanship: 1999 Edition, amended
2000
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